[The early lesions of renal amyloidosis].
Two patients with minimal amyloid deposition in association with nephrotic syndrome are reported. Since the amyloid deposits in each renal biopsy specimen were inconspicuous, both were first thought to be minimal glomerular changes. A few widely scattered, silver-positive, epimembranous spicules were found on careful reexamination by light microscopy. Congo red stain and electron microscopy confirmed the presence of small glomerular amyloid deposits and amyloid fibrils. Furthermore, immuno-fluorescence microscopy showed partial IgA deposits in the mesangial area and capillary wall. We therefore urge careful examination to detect amyloid deposits of all kidney biopsy specimens of minor glomerular abnormalities, or glomerulonephritis with IgA deposits from elderly patients with nephrotic syndrome. Light microscopy of Congo-red-stained sections and electron microscopy of the fibrillar structure very useful for the detection of small amyloid deposits.